BOOK REVIEWS. 


Diseases and Surgery of the Genito-Urinary System. By 
Francis S. Watson, Surgeon to the Boston City Hospital; 
Lecturer on Genito-Urinary Surgery, Harvard Medical 
School, etc.; assisted by John H. Cunningham, Jr., Sur¬ 
geon to the Long Island Hospital, Boston. Two volumes. 
Philadelphia and New York: Lea & Febiger, 1908. 

Volume I is devoted exclusively to diseases of the external 
genitals, of the prostate, and of the bladder. In the treatment of 
gonorrhoea the writer advocates the method of early treatment to 
destroy gonococci, or at least to inhibit their action, as soon as 
the diagnosis is made; and for that purpose recommends the use of 
five per cent, argyrol solution from the first. Very little space is 
given to the treatment of acute posterior urethritis. The authors 
devote more space to the treatment of stricture of the urethra, and 
the chapter on this subject shows the effect of the greater amount 
of interest that the writer has taken in the treatment of this 
phase of his subject. It is a pleasure to note in the earlier chap¬ 
ters that the writer has thrown aside the many useless methods 
of treatment of inflammations of the urethra, and gives short and 
pithy directions for the proper handling of the condition. The 
treatise takes up in turn operations on the penis, diseases of the 
vas deferens and spermatic cord, and abnormalities of the testicle. 
The illustrations of this part of the book are especially fine. A 
most interesting chapter in the second part of the book is that 
devoted to diseases of the prostate. The former extensive pub¬ 
lications by the same author on the subject of prostatic hyper¬ 
trophy are well known, and the chapter he has here presented is 
m many ways similar to that already published. He considers 
carefully all the various methods of treatment, including palliative 
treatment, continuous drainage of the bladder and bladder irriga¬ 
tions, perineal drainage, suprapubic drainage, and catheter life. 
The entire subject of hypertrophy of the prostate occupies 
relatively more space than one would suppose necessary in a 
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work of this size, but if is difficult to recommend what might 
be left out; it would seem, however, that the long historical 
resume, the continued references to castration and vasectomy, 
which are now obsolete, could be omitted. The subject of 
galvanoprostatotomy is also thoroughly discussed, 120 pages in 
all being devoted to the subject. Next comes a chapter on 
cystoscopy. The various foreign cystoscopes are described, but 
none of the more modem instruments of American manu¬ 
facture find a place; this chapter occupies but ten pages and 
is totally inadequate for such a work. The various diseases 
of the bladder are next discussed, but the subject of tuberculosis 
of the bladder is considered in the second volume on account 
of its intimate relation to renal tuberculosis. The more recent 
operations for transperitoneal resection of the bladder have not 
been introduced. 

Volume II is devoted to the diseases and surgery of the kid¬ 
neys and ureter, not including the medical diseases of the kidney. 
This portion of the work is especially well illustrated and is 
up-to-date in all respects. 

The two most important features of the work are the operative 
surgery of the genito-urinarv tract and the full series of statistical 
data which are given in relation to the various subjects. All 
clinical cases have been excluded from the text and are grouped 
at the ends of the chapters; as well as all references to literature, 
which are placed in the bibliography at the ends of the chapters. 
The illustrations throughout are of the highest character, and are 
partly anatomical and partly diagrammatic. 
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